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Parent-Child Relationships
Abstract
One of the most important and earliest relationships is the parent-child relationship. During infancy, this
relationship focuses on the parent responding to the infant's basic needs. Over time, an attachment forms
between the parent and child in response to the these day-to-day interactions. During toddlerhood, parents
attempt to shape their children's social behaviors. Parents play various roles for their toddlers, including acting
as teacher, nurturers, and providers of guidance and affection. Throughout childhood, children become more
interested in peers. However, parents continue to influence their children through their parenting styles. In
addition, parents serve as providers of social opportunities, confidants, coaches, and advisors. Although this
relationship evolves throughout development, the parent-child relationship still exerts considerable influence
over the child.
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